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amended by inserting after section 523 the fol-
lowing new section:

“§523A. Annual plan on outreach activities

““(a) ANNUAL PLAN REQUIRED.—The Secretary
shall prepare each year a plan for the outreach
activities of the Department for the following
year.

‘““(b) ELEMENTS.—Each annual plan under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

““(1) Plans for efforts to identify veterans who
are not enrolled or registered with the Depart-
ment for benefits or services under the programs
administered by the Secretary.

‘““(2) Plans for informing veterans and their
dependents of modifications of the benefits and
services under the programs administered by the
Secretary, including eligibility for medical and
nursing care and services.

““(c) COORDINATION IN DEVELOPMENT.—In de-
veloping an annual plan under subsection (a),
the Secretary shall consult with the following:

‘(1) Directors or other appropriate officials of
organizations approved by the Secretary under
section 5902 of this title.

““(2) Directors or other appropriate officials of
State and local education and training pro-
grams.

““(3) Representatives of mon-governmental or-
ganizations that carry out veterans outreach
programs.

‘“(4) Representatives of State and local vet-
erans employment organizations.

‘“‘(5) Businesses and professional organiza-
tions.

‘““(6) Other individuals and organizations that
assist veterans in adjusting to civilian life.

““(d) INCORPORATION OF ASSESSMENT OF PRE-
VIOUS ANNUAL PLANS.—In developing an annual
plan under subsection (a), the Secretary shall
take into account the lessons learned from the
implementation of previous annual plans under
such subsection.

““(e) INCORPORATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS TO
IMPROVE OUTREACH AND AWARENESS.—In devel-
oping an annual plan under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall incorporate the recommenda-
tions for the improvement of veterans outreach
and awareness activities included in the report
submitted to Congress by the Secretary pursuant
to section 805 of the Veterans Benefits Improve-
ment Act of 2004 (Public Law 108—454).”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section
523 the following new item:

“523A. Annual plan on outreach activities.”’.

SEC. 302. EXTENSION OF REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENTS ON EQUITABLE RELIEF
CASES.

Section 503(c) of title 38, United States Code,
is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2004°° and
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2009”.

SEC. 303. INCLUSION OF ADDITIONAL DISEASES
AND CONDITIONS IN DISEASES AND
DISABILITIES PRESUMED TO BE AS-
SOCIATED WITH PRISONER OF WAR
STATUS.

Section 1112(b)(3) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraphs:

‘““(L) Atherosclerotic heart disease or hyper-
tensive vascular disease (including hypertensive
heart disease) and their complications (includ-
ing myocardial infarction, congestive heart fail-
ure and arrhythmia).

‘“(M) Stroke and its complications.”.

SEC. 304. POST TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER
CLAIMS.

The Secretary shall develop and implement
policy and training initiatives to standardize
the assessment of post traumatic stress disorder
disability compensation claims.

Amend the title so as to read: “To amend
title 38, United States Code, to extend the
availability of $400,000 in life insurance cov-
erage to servicemembers and veterans, to
make a stillborn child an insurable depend-
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ent for purposes of the Servicemembers’
Group Life Insurance program, to make
technical corrections to the Veterans Bene-
fits Improvement Act of 2004, to make per-
manent a pilot program for direct housing
loans for Native American veterans, and to
require an annual plan on outreach activities
of the Department of Veterans Affairs.”’.

Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask unanimous
consent that the committee-reported
substitute be agreed to, the bill, as
amended, be read a third time and
passed, the amendment to the title be
agreed to, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute was agreed to.

The bill (S. 1235), as amended, was
read the third time and passed.

The title amendment was agreed to.

———

ASSISTANCE FOR INDIVIDUALS
WITH DISABILITIES AFFECTED
BY HURRICANES KATRINA AND
RITA ACT OF 2005

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 3864 which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 3864) to assist individuals with
disabilities affected by Hurricanes Katrina
or Rita through vocational rehabilitation
services.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3864) was read the third
time and passed.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF SANDRA
FELDMAN

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
256, which was submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 256) honoring the life
of Sandra Feldman.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I extend
my deepest sympathies to the family
and friends of Sandy Feldman at her
untimely passing. We have lost a dedi-
cated educator, a proud labor leader, a
committed reformer, and someone my
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wife Teresa, and I were so proud to
have as a friend in our lives.

From her early days as a civil rights
advocate, Sandy had an unshakeable
sense of justice and fairness. Sandy did
not just talk about helping teachers
and their students—she actually did it.
While her career spanned more than
four decades, Sandy’s commitment
grew out of her early work in the civil
rights movement. An advocate for civil
rights and social justice, she was an ac-
tivist in the Freedom Rides and the
1963 March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom. It was her firsthand knowl-
edge of the power of an excellent teach-
er that led Sandy to a lifetime of activ-
ism. Sandy understood the importance
of quality public education and the
wealth of opportunities it can unleash
for every student, regardless of who
they are or where they’re from.

“Created my future,” that is what
Sandy always said about growing up in
Brooklyn and the public schools and li-
braries she spent her childhood in.
Sandy’s commitment to education was
fueled by her childhood experiences
and her dedication to bettering the
lives of students and teachers. Begin-
ning as a second grade teacher, Sandy
quickly became a union activist when
she led the teachers at her elementary
school to organize. In 1986, Sandy be-
came president of AFT’s largest affil-
iate, New York City’s United Federa-
tion of Teachers, UFT. During her
years as UFT president and then since
1997 when she became president of the
AFT, Sandy earned the respect of
Presidents, of her colleagues, and of
many of us in Congress.

Calling early childhood education
“getting it right from the start,”
Sandy consistently called for greater
investment in public education and a
greater emphasis on high standards
and increased accountability. Sandy’s
focus on early childhood education led
her to introduce a program that would
provide extended learning opportuni-
ties for disadvantaged students before
and after the normal Kkindergarten
school year. Within a few years,
Sandy’s program, Kindergarten-Plus,
had been introduced as Federal legisla-
tion, passed or considered in several
State legislatures, and passed into law
in at least one State.

My hope is that her tragic passing
after a courageous battle with cancer
will inspire all of us to do just what
Sandy fought her entire life for—to
make sure we are getting it right from
the start and to stand by our children
and our teachers. Sandy was an amaz-
ing American. I will miss her wisdom
and her counsel very much. Our hearts
g0 out to her husband Arthur and their
family in this difficult time.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

256) was
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